STATE OF ALABAMA
COUNTY OF BLOUNT
TOWN OF HAYDEN
ORDINANCE NO. 2026-04-14

THIS ORDINANCE WILL BE KNOWN AS “THE SAFE STREETS ORDINANCE”
TOWING AND IMPOUND OF VEHICLES OPERATED UNLAWFULLY IN THE TOWN
LIMITS OR POLICE JURISDICTION OF THE TOWN OF HAYDEN

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF HAYDEN, ALABAMA, that
“The Safe Streets Ordinance” will be enforced as follows:

SECTION 1: Definitions.
For the purposes of this article, the following terms are defined as hereinafter set forth, to wit:

Insurance shall mean liability insurance as specified by the provisions of the Mandatory Liability
Insurance Act set out in Code of Ala. 1975, § 32-7A-1 et al. Said insurance must be in effect at the time
of the incident.

Motor vehicle accident shall mean any accident in which one or more motor vehicles is involved that
requires an “Alabama Uniform Incident/Offense Report” or an “Alabama Uniform Traffic Crash
Report” be completed.

Owner shall mean the owner of a motor vehicle as shown on the motor vehicle registration records of
the Alabama Department of Revenue or the analogous department or agency of another state or country.

Valid driver’s license shall mean a license as set out in the provisions of Code of Ala. 1975, § 32-6-1, or
issued by any other state or otherwise a validly issued license.

Police department shall mean the Hayden Police Department.
SECTION 2: Unlawful to operate motor vehicle without driver license.

It shall be unlawful for any person to operate a motor vehicle without a valid driver’s license on the
roadways of the town or police jurisd:ction of Hayden, Alabama.

SECTION 3: Unlawful to operate motor vehicle without insurance.

It shall be unlawful for any person to operate a motor vehicle without insurance and proof of insurance
on the roadways of the town or police jurisdiction of Hayden, Alabama.

SECTION 4: Towing and impounding of motor vehicles.

(a) In any instance when a driver of a motor vehicle involved in a motor vehicle accident fails to
produce a valid driver’s license in response to the lawful request of a duly sworn law enforcement
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officer, said officer may immediately cause the impoundment of such vehicle, regardless of the
ownership or possessory interest therein of the driver, subject to the following provisions.

(b) When involved in an accident as defined hereinabove, the vehicle, regardless of ownership or
possessory interest of the operator or person present in the vehicle, except when the owner of the
vehicle or his licensed, insured designee, is present in the vehicle and presents a valid driver’s
license, or the vehicle is not properly insured and proof of insurance is not produced, may be
impounded by any duly sworn law enforcement officer. If there is an emergency or medical
necessity jeopardizing life or limb, the law enforcement officer may elect not to impound the
vehicle. Additionally, if proof of valid insurance on the vehicle is not produced, the vehicle shall be
towed as provided herein and as provided by state law.

(¢) The law enforcement officer making the impoundment shall direct an approved towing service
to tow the vehicle to the garage of the towing service, storage lot, or other place of safety
designated by the chief of police and maintain custody and control of the vehicle until the
registered owner or authorized agent of the registered owner claims the vehicle by presenting the
release document from the Hayden Police Department as described in hereunder, and paying all
reasonable and customary towing and storage fees for the services of the towing company. The
vehicle may then be released to the registered owner or an agent of the owner.

(1) The officer shall make a reasonable attempt to verify the license and insurance status of
a driver who claims to be properly licensed and the vehicle insured, but who is unable to
produce the license or proof of insurance upon the demand of the officer. A notation of the
officer’s attempt to verify that the driver is properly licensed and the vehicle is validly
insured shall be noted on the officer’s incident/offense report and or accident report. If,
after a reasonable attempt, the officer is unable to verify that the driver is a properly
licensed driver, or the vehicle is not properly insured, the officer may then cause the
impoundment of the vehicle, subject to the exceptions outlined herein below.

(2) In the event of impoundrent, the officer shall to the extent possible assist the driver and
any occupants in securing transportation to a place of safety.

(3) The officer shall not impound a motor vehicle pursuant to this section if the license of
the driver expired within the preceding 60 days and the driver would have otherwise been
properly licensed.

(4) The officer shall not impound a motor vehicle pursuant to this section if either the
owner of the motor vehicle or another family member of the owner is present in the vehicle
and presents a valid driver’s license and proof of insurance.

(5) In the event of an emergency or medical necessity jeopardizing life or limb, the officer
may elect not to impound the motor vehicle.
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SECTION 5: Release of vehicle.

A motor vehicle impounded pursuant to this section shall be released by the Hayden Police Department,
subject to the requirements set forth in subsection © below, upon the satisfaction of any one of the

following sets of conditions:
(1) The registered owner appears at the police department and presents:

(a) His/her valid driver’s license; and
(b) Evidence of insurance legible and sufficient to demonstrate that the impounded
motor vehicle currently is covered by a liability insurance policy as required by state
law; and
(¢) One of the following documents evidencing ownership:

1. The original vehicle title; or

2. A copy of both the front and back of the original title; or
3. The current vehicle tag receipt in the registered owner’s name; or

4. A copy of the current vehicle tag receipt in the registered owner’s name;
and

(2) A registered owner not in possession of a valid driver’s license appears at the police
department and presents:

(a) Photo identification clearly establishing his/her identity as the registered owner
of the impounded vehicle; and
(b) Evidence of insurance legible and sufficient to demonstrate that the impounded
motor vehicle currently is covered by a liability insurance policy as required by state
law; and
(¢) One of the following documents evidencing ownership:

1. The original vehicle title; or

2. A copy of both the front and back of the original title; or
3. The current vehicle tag receipt in the registered owner’s name; or

4. A copy of the current vehicle tag receipt in the registered owner’s name;
and Additionally, when appearing in the police department to request the
release of a vehicle impounded pursuant to this section, a registered owner
not in possession of a valid driver’s license must be accompanied by at least
one validly licensed driver and must execute appropriate documentation
certifying the vehicle will be driven from the storage lot by a validly licensed
driver or properly removed by other lawful means.

(3) A representative of the registered owner appears at the police department and presents:
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(a) His/her valid driver’s license; and
(b) Written notarized authorization from the registered owner allowing for the release of
the impounded vehicle to the named representative; and
(c) Evidence of insurance legible and sufficient to demonstrate that the impounded motor
vehicle currently is covered by a liability insurance policy as required by state law; and
(d) One of the following documents evidencing ownership:

1. The original vehicle title; or

2. A copy of both the front and back of the original title; or
3. The current vehicle tag receipt in the registered owner’s name; or
4. A copy of the current vehicle tag receipt in the registered owner’s name

(4) An order is entered by a court of competent jurisdiction requiring the release of the impounded
vehicle.

SECTION 6: Retrieving the vehicle.

(a) After obtaining a lawful release from the police department, the person redeeming the
motor vehicle shall then make payment in full to the wrecker service responsible for the

towing and storage of the vehicle for the costs attributable to the towing and storage of said
vehicle.

(b) Upon receipt of said release and making said payment, the motor vehicle shall be
considered redeemed and possession given to the registered owner or, if applicable, the
authorized representative thereof.

© If a motor vehicle impounded pursuant to this section is not properly redeemed as set out
herein within 60 days of the date it is impounded, then the wrecker service onto whose
property the motor vehicle was lawfully towed at the written request of a law enforcement
officer may advertise and sell said vehicle in accordance with applicable state law,
currently Code of Ala. 1975, §§ 32-13-1 et seq., or as may be hereafter amended.

SECTION 7: Separate from fines and costs for traffic violation.

The towing and release of an impounded vehicle is an additional requirement and separate from the fines
and costs incurred from a traffic violation or other criminal offense.

LArry Armstrong, Mayor
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Jo Young, Councilmember Christy Harris, ounulmember
)
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Tyler Campbell, Councilmember Lucas Drake, Councilmember
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%ke Gibbs, Councilmember

Attest: (DWWL S\OAQA

Dana Bradford, Town Clerk

CERTIFICATION OF PUBLICATION I, Dana Bradford, Town Clerk/Treasurer of the Town of
Hayden, Alabama, do hereby certify that the foregoing Ordinance No. 2026-04-14 was duly
posted at the Hayden Town Hall, Hayden Post Office, and Blount County Court House. Posted in
the Blount Countian Newspaper by the 21t day of April, 2026 in accordance with the provisions
of the Code of Alabama, 1975, §11-45-8.

(’;DQV\QA@A

Dana Bradford, Town Clerk Treasurer
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